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PRESS RELEASE

16.01.2007    (For 26th January Publication)
Primary Health Net announces this week the provision of a panel of experts within a forum called “Ask the experts” to answer questions on any optically related topic left on the forum by Opchat and LOC registrants.  Norville Optical have kindly sponsored the provision of the Experts forum for an initial one year.
The panel consists of seven respected figures closely involved in different aspects of Optics including Clinical and refractive optometry, dispensing, LVAs, spectacle lens design, contact lenses, practice management, finance, legal and insurance and LOC organisation and development.

“We are delighted to have put together an enthusiastic group of professionals who have all been highly successful in the provision of optical services in the UK and have made a beneficial impact on their areas of speciality.  The visitors to www.primaryhealthnet.com who register freely as Opchat members and their fellow practitioners who are members of the ever-increasing number of LOCs with secure websites provided by PHN can ask for advice on any optically related topic and our panel members will respond.  It is hoped that this will be an interactive facility where comment will also be made by practitioners in the field in addition to our experts’ views.” Said Charles Greenwood, PHN Director.  “As the information is refined we intend to archive each relevant Q & A for future research.”

“We are very excited to be involved with this innovative idea.  Sharing knowledge especially with those regularly involved in its practise as well as its theory will prove to be something quite unique in Optics on the web.  We have supported PHN from the start and have been impressed by their sheer enthusiasm which has created a knowledge portal dedicated to Optics.” Said Frank Norville. 
PHN has been building secure websites on its knowledge portal at a rate of over one a month and now has around 2000 professional visits per month to the site.

The panel of experts includes:

Tim Hunter BSc MSc MCOptom

Bob Hutchinson BSc, FCOptom, Liveryman of the SMC

Andrew Keirl MCOptom, FBDO

A Christopher Kerr FSMC, FBOA, FAAO, FCOptom. Cert. in Ocular Therapeutics 

Dr. Christine Purslow, PhD, BSc (Hons), MCOptom, MILTHE, FIACLE

Charles Greenwood BA MA FRGS

Peter Sanders FBDO
A synopsis of their work in Optics is given at the end of this press release.

To access the service visit www.primaryhealthnet.com and follow the registration instructions for Opchat. A regular draw of new registrants to Opchat provides a champagne winner.

Ends

Further info:

Charles Greenwood  

T: 020 8776 5000     M:  07903 712 038
Bob Hutchinson

T: 01787 249187      M: 07785 353681

“Ask the Expert”

Tim Hunter BSc MSc MCOptom 
Tim is Head of Optometry Services at the Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust. He graduated from Bradford University in 1987 and has worked in multiple and independent community optometry practices before becoming a full time Hospital Optometrist in 1993. He is Past President of the Yorkshire Optical Society, a former Treasurer of Leeds Local Optometric Committee, a former member of the AOP’s Hospital Optometrists Committee, a Pre-Registration Supervisor and a College Examiner.

Andrew Keirl MCOptom., FBDO
An Optometrist and Dispensing Optician working in private practice in Cornwall, and a visiting Optometrist at the Royal Eye Infirmary in Plymouth. Well known for his work as a Field Leader and Senior Lecturer in the Department of Optometry and Ophthalmic Dispensing at Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge. He has lectured extensively in the UK on both pre-registration and CET courses and has lectured and examined in several overseas countries. He was until recently Subject Editor (Ophthalmic Lenses and Dispensing) for the College of Optometrists CET Journal Optometry in Practice. He has written numerous CET articles for Dispensing Optics, Optician and Optometry in Practice and has contributed to the textbooks Supervision in Practice and Paediatric Optometry. 
Christopher Kerr FSMC, FBOA, FAAO, FCOptom. Cert. in Ocular Therapeutics 
Combines teaching and research with private practice. Clinical consultant to major industrial and contact lens companies and many professional bodies. Formerly Senior Optometrist at Mayday University Hospital. International speaker, broadcaster and author on general optometric and contact lens-related topics. Currently President of the British Contact Lens Association.

Dr. Christine Purslow  PhD, BSc (Hons), MCOptom, MHEA, FIACLE 

Lecturer Contact Lens & Anterior Eye Research (CLAER) Unit School of Optometry & Vision Sciences Cardiff University.  Chris has worked in a variety of roles including private practice, hospital optometry (low vision and contact lenses), part-time clinical teaching and contact lens specialist practice. Chris has also served on a Local Optometric Committee. She took up lectureship at Cardiff in April 2005.
In May 2006, she was made a Fellow of the British Contact lens Association (FBCLA).

Peter Sanders  FBDO

Peter is the Dispensing Services Consultant to the Norville group, where he is responsible for all the CET within the group, lecturing on several topics nationwide. He has written CET articles for various Optical journals. 

He has developed an Enhanced Reading Demonstration Set in conjunction with Norville.  Currently a manager of a busy Optical practice in Hertfordshire.

For several years he was the distance learning tutor for the ABDO practice management selling course. He entered Optics in the early 80’s after spending several years in the photographic retail trade.

Running his own business from 1983 in Surrey (with his wife who is an Optometrist) until they sold up, to move to North London in 1993. 

Bob Hutchinson BSc, FCOptom, Liveryman of the SMC

An optometrist since 1972, Bob has worked in private practice owning a group of practices and later was a Director of a national chain after selling his business.  He also built one of the largest buying groups in both the UK and Ireland before its sale in ’98.  During that period he chaired FODO in what proved to be a very interesting time of negotiating a new course at Anglia for optometrists and in co-writing the full cost apportionment document for VAT calculations. Bob also chaired the communications committee of the College of Optometrists and was an Optical Advisor on the General Optical Companies Committee. Whilst continuing his work part time in hospital his main work is as a principal of Eros Business Consulting where he provides strategic management and advice on practice management and dealing with finance and VAT issues to small and large optical businesses. 

Charles Greenwood BA MA FRGS

Charles is a Director of JCL Consulting Ltd, which provides advice and support to LOCs as well as helping a number of hospital departments recruit pre-registration trainees. His background includes 8 years at the College of Optometrists where he worked in the exams and pre-registration departments and most latterly was Head of Training running the voluntary CET scheme and DOCET.






