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PRESS RELEASE

15th October 2007
A new public site linked from www.mylocaloptician.co.uk has been launched by Croydon LOC as an extension of their presence on the Primary Health Net LOC.

Croydon is the first of a number of participating LOCs to go live.

 Mylocaloptician.co uk (MYLO) now receives over 3000 visits from the public each month where they can obtain a database of all opticians within a chosen PCT area. 
Instead of the standard listings with paid enhancements visible on mylocaloptician, customers and patients within the Croydon area are sent directly to the public page edited and controlled by Croydon LOC.  Personalised information about the health and welfare opportunities provided by the LOC and its registered members are provided here to all visitors with no extra charge for enhancements to the practices involved.  In a nutshell, the public site provides Croydon practitioners and their LOC with the ability to:
· advertise their specialities and opening hours for free, along with access and parking tips 
· promote local eyecare with LOC involvement 
· Allows LOC to promote specific local initiatives such as their paediatric screening scheme

· Will help to raise the profile of eyecare and the LOC in the local area 
· Provide a useful resource for allied health professions
· Demonstrates to their PCTs the LOCs commitment to improve eyecare in the area 
Croydon has also produced its own practice area map for easy location of practices on the public site.

“We have found that our own LOC website has increased our interaction within our membership and has proved a valuable tool in helping us become an efficient LOC. It was a logical step to extend specific information onto a secure public arena where our local community can access a wide variety of information targeted at those who have access to our primary care,” said Christopher Kerr, Chairman of Croydon LOC.  “We are proud of the many initiatives that we have agreed and are in the process of agreeing with our PCT, including the paediatric screening scheme and the MYLO site is a perfect platform on which to inform the public of our achievements.”

Charles Greenwood for PHN stated, “This is another extension of our knowledge platform where Primary Health Net can provide assistance to local optical committees.  We are currently building further public sites for some of the many LOCs using the PHN website provision.  Those already with a PHN website can for a very small outlay expand their site with a secure public site on MYLO. The additional costs are recompensed by the savings to individual practices on free enhancements and improved practice speciality information.” 

Primaryhealthnet.com now receives over 5000 regular professional visits per month and the recently launched myloacloptician.co.uk receives over 3000 public visits.
All practitioners can enhance their practice entries with specialist details for as little as £75 per year. 
To access the Croydon page go to www.mylocaloptician.co.uk and click find my optician, select England/London/Croydon or access directly at http://croydon.mylocaloptician.co.uk 
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