PRESS RELEASE
The Federation of Manufacturing Opticians has sponsored the development of a unique optical database calendar 

The FMO announces the official launch today of a new resource for the Optical Professions, its administrators and manufacturers which they commissioned Primary Health Net to develop.

“For many years now we have noticed how many of our committee members are involved in a number of loosely connected initiatives in Optics on meeting dates that invariably clash with other organisations pre-arranged dates.  We asked PHN to extend their originally suggested calendar category types to include optical body meetings and exhibition and road show dates, both nationally and internationally.,” said Malcolm Polley, Chairman FMO.  “ The result is a centralised events calendar providing all in Optics the ability to broadcast their preset dates for no charge and the ability for all to search the database using multiples of parameters including regional preferences.  I believe the facility will not only save a lot of wasted time in developing meeting strategies but also that it will showcase the amazing amount of work that goes on in our sector to provide a first class service to the public.”

Any one with an interest in Optics can register for free at www.opchat.co.uk (the optical forum meeting place) and subsequently post information about CET training events (with descriptor and points), exhibitions and road shows and national and local optical body committee meetings.  The events can be divided by type, highlighting who should attend, regionally located, providing full information on dates, durations and contact numbers.  Information is posted freely and is checked by the PHN administration for publication within 24 hours.  An additional service providing application form downloads for events is also offered at a small charge.

“Despite a dedicated website development team PHN is always surprised by the sheer cost of any new venture.  We wanted to provide an events calendar that was second to none and that would have the search facilities expected within the latest web crawler development, so we thank the FMO not only for their generous donation but also for the insight in expanding the events listing’s role to include information on exhibitions and meetings that can be used throughout the world.”

Justine Marsden the website advisor for PHN told us that on checking their visit ratings which have increased threefold in the last 3 months PHN had noticed a number of visitors from Europe and across the Atlantic.  “We would love to expand this communication particularly to Europe on our forums so that the professionals can interchange ideas, “she said. 
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