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PRESS RELEASE

Merton, Sutton and Wandsworth LOC goes live this week being the first to receive £500 funds from B & L Bursary 
Within a month of B & L announcing its commitment to helping local optical communities improve their communications by owning their own integrated website presence; Merton Sutton and Wandsworth have had their new web site built and activated.

The website built by Primary Health Net went live this week and local practitioners are currently registering with their special password to gain instant access to their LOC’s secure web site.  Bausch & Lomb provided half of the build costs to assist M, S & W in having a highly sophisticated web presence inter-linked with the other LOCs within the growing www.primaryhealthnet.com community.

“We are very excited by our recent acquisition and thank B & L for their generous bursary of £500 ” said Sarah Chorley, secretary of the LOC.  “We know from other colleagues that we have met that the PHN site really can make a difference to the activity of an LOC and to improved professional communications that we so vitally need in today’s fast-moving times, and we will soon reap the benefit of saving time and money whilst gaining a fast response on issues from our members.”

Bausch and Lomb through Primary Health Net will pay half the start up costs of each website for up to 25 communities in Optics.  The process is administered on a first come first serve basis and more LOCs are currently in discussion with Primary Health Net and awaiting committee decisions.  As an additional concession PHN will also offer free hosting and maintenance in the first year of the 2-year contract

“Merton Sutton and Wandsworth are to be congratulated on their prompt uptake of the generous B & L offer and we were pleased to be able to respond quickly in producing their site on the knowledge portal.  The increasing number of LOCs and the geographical spread are having a large impact on the number of practitioners visiting the site each day.  The last month has been extremely busy for PHN with its introduction of the Optical Calendar and for all meetings and CET events plus exhibitions.  This service is freely available to all when visiting www.opchat.co.uk where registration is free and professionals, students and those involved in Optics can have their say in forums as well as asking others for information and advice.” said Bob Hutchinson, Director of Primary Health Net.  

Interested LOCs and AOCs should contact info@primaryhealthnet.com or telephone PHN on 020 8776 5000 when they will be given a guest login for a demonstration of the site.  Please mention the B & L Bursary.
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