[image: image1.jpg]*Qptician




PRESS RELEASE

17.03.08

Lay writer on Mylocaloptician.co.uk challenges profession to get involved and make a difference to the plight of 2 million children between the age of 7 and 11 years.

In 1300 children tested in a sample aged 7 to 11 over 20 schools 21% showed signs of dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia.  Higher percentages were discovered in the lower age groups.  Extrapolated this means that over 2 million children could be affected whilst currently only 76,000 children have been identified.
Latest Government figures in a joint research activity with Xtraordinary People, a charity co-coordinating many dyslexic care groups and charities estimates that  55% of school children failing their SATS exams had development learning difficulties, the most being dyslexia.  (report links provided)

This disturbing report has triggered an interesting response from one of our voluntary lay writers on Mylocalopticain.co.uk which has in turn began a chain of questions on primaryhealthnet.com on whether Optometry has a role in the subject, and whether it is even economical for practitioners to bother.

One interesting comment that strikes a cord with many is that while we are happy to charge additional fees for work outside the NHS contract often to adults when it comes to providing a service to children we automatically think “free” and go on to red alert.  This is probably why orthoptics treatment access and LVA provision are so few and far between.  The profession however has fallen in love with pharmacology and the future extension of the service without prior knowledge of what added income this will provide the practice, let alone the lost income from lost dispensing time and conversion rates.

As Kate McMahon states in her interview with PHN (published on the clinical briefing pages) the optician is for the general public the natural first point of call when worried about children’s progression in reading.  So why is it that Optometrists are unprepared in providing advice and assistance.  Certainly there is money to be made in assessment and training and looking at the “Go with the Gobbies” products she has invented it does not appear as rocket science to us.  

Some blame must be put at the door of our educational institutions for not considering the wider aspects of child development.  Talking to parents we can understand why they would prefer to pay privately for help which can be easily accessed in the community.  After all they end up paying for private tuition in the three R’s and sports, and this required help is needed urgently.

Whilst many Optometrists are prepared to give a way frames to kids as a loss leader it seems odd that something they could charge for which would be a real practice builder is shunned as an off limits job.
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