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PRESS RELEASE

03.01.2007    
Free Secure National LOC forum opens for all committee members on www.PrimaryHealthNet.com

Primary Health Net announces the opening of a new forum for all LOC & AOC committee members to share information and ideas on a secure and confidential basis.  An additional forum will be provided where LOC activists can be joined by representatives of Optical Bodies and invited PCT personnel.

The primaryhealthnet.com knowledge portal is and will remain unavailable to public access and is normally only available to password holders of the 10 LOC PHN regions, however at the request of some of those LOCs PHN has built a new forum which will be visible committee members of external LOCs not yet on the portal to discuss privately their ideas and views.

PHN will provide special permissions on its site for LOC and AOC committee members to interact nationally with one another without fear of being open to public gaze.  Once given their permissions they will be able to see and enter the national LOC website. Others on Opchat will not be able to enter. 
The PHN portal is a multi-level secured site which is designed to give selected password holders additional permissions to see and open extra forums which are not available to Opchat registrants who can continue to discuss issues in the open optical forum sponsored by Silhouette Fashion Frames.
In the same way the current LOCs and their members and those in the pipeline with their own PHN web presence have permissions to also view the forums they create which are secure to their region only.  
The new National LOC forum and the LOC/Optical Body forum can only be used for National discussion and not for individual regional LOC use.  Permissions will individually be given to bona fide LOC committee members and nominated optical body reps.

“We have evolved over the last 2 years into a multi layered knowledge portal providing a secure environment for people to interact and share knowledge whilst knowing exactly who has access to each forum.” Said Bob Hutchinson, Co-Director, “It was the complexity of our portal build that has cost so much money and resource but it is now paying dividends by allowing the profession so many options and by providing a site that is far simpler and safer for others to use.  We are more than happy to offer this forum for national use, as there seems little point in re-inventing the wheel and we hope that when used still more LOCs will take advantage of having their own website and secure local forums.”  
Those LOC committee members not already  members of a PHN LOC website will need to register as an Opchat member at www.primaryhealthnet.com (unless already registered) and then email PHN with their username, LOC details, (region, secs name and email) and we will upgrade their opchat membership to a higher security level.  The same goes for Optical Body councillors nominated by their secretariat.  Emails will be accepted immediately and it is hoped that the launch will be available on line by 12th January
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